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I You may read about it in the III. Its acts of worship are patterned

Bible. Rom. 16:16 after the New Testament.
IL. It speaks where the Bible speaks, John 4:24
is silent where the Bible is silent. | IV. It exalts Christ as the only head
I Pet. 4:11 of the church.— Collossians 1:18

YOU ARE WELCOME AT OUR SERVICES



Weckly Publication Services held weckly

of Sunday A,M. 10200 & 11:00
The Church of Christ Wednesday 2:00 & 7:30P.M.
at Radio Service Sunday 9:30
Warncr!'s Chapel Sunday P. i. 7:30
The Eldership Its Perpctuity

It is important that wo tcach and contond for the How
Testament order of the organization of thc church as
is to tcach and contend for the faith and worship -6f
i%. Onc phasc of the low Tcstamont is as important as
another. Wo member of the church and surcly no onc qut

of the church Yoday, has any anthority to say that the

doctuine, faith, and vorship of the New Testamont ch~

urch are more important than the organization and dic-

ipline of the church. The doly Spirit sct up the dnxch
with cortain definite organization. We shoul.d ¥now tfat &
and teach it. We should know Just what the low Tosta-
ment church has in its organi ation and dicipline., Ho

ono denies the cldership of the Wew Tostamont ~church
in tho days of the gpostlcs. 41l admit that thore wre
folders in cvery chucch, o Some eclaim that the -older—
ship bclonged to the milecelousipdricd of the church,

and that it passcl awey with all Spiritually igifted
membors. Those who make this ¢laim dony the right of
@ church today having cliors. They robel against any
class of men in thc church +ho have been appointed or
sct apart as cldees. They have caused much trouble ad
disturbance by their contontion that the cldership -
ascd with the miraculous age of the church. If it be
truc that the cldership did ccasc then these brethren
arc right in opposing the cldership, THoir manncr and
mcthod of opposition might be qucstioned. But if the
few Tostament toaches that the cldership ccascd, thoy
should stoutly contcnd with meckness and hunility for
the pattern of the permancnt statc of the Now Tostae

ment church. But if the Now Teostament docs not tteagh
that the ¢ldership ccascd; if tho Yow Tostamont toach-
cs the pormancat perpetuity of the cldership, thon tho-
sc radical brethron arc Yrong and in opcn rcbellion a
gainst God's order. The Church is a body; it has nany
mombers, This implics organization. "For cven as -~ wo
have many members in onc body, and all mcmbers havomt



the samc offiecc: so we, vho arc Many, &rc onc body in
Christ, and Scverally mcmbers onc of anothcr.Rom.lB:é,
S. 4and again, 3ut now they arc many members, but  one
body. Ist.Cor.12:20. A body cannot cxist without momb-
crs at loast, the oly Spirit declarcs the church is I~
kc a body and has its different membors. Such an*trox-
ist without a harmonious functioning of the mcember s Th-
is implics organization.hat is it to Oor Zanizo achurchy
Thosc who opuosc the cldership ought to'bo able.to tcll
when a church is org anized and just when its organize
tion is completc.If a church docs not have clders afid
deacons what is therc about & church that constitutc.s
its orgenization?The Jiov Testament clcarly toaches the
work and dutics of the clders. The clders arc to "focd
the church of the Lord! Acts 20: 28.They arc to " ake bo-
cd to all the flock™ thoy arc to govern,or rulc, the -
urch; they are to watch in behalf of the souls of itsm-
, mbers.Heb.13:7;they arc to takze the ovorsight 6f the
flock: and euide tha chureh in its activitics,Thesc with
many other dutics werc imposcd upon the cldership in
HJow Tostament times.llo onc disputcs thos. simplc decla
rage of the church mist cither affirn that all of these
dutics or vork ccascd or that this work has beonpaeccd
upon anotho® class of non. I sce no cscape from thisdi-
lenma, If thoy clain that the work has ccascd and there
is no such dutics or work nocdcd in the church today =
then what arc the dutics or thc work of o church todayf
Will thoy elaim that no onc shall takc the oversisht of
the church,that no onc is to govern or rulc tho church
that no onc should tak: heed to all th: flock and mide
the church in its activitics}If they tak: the otha'han
of the dilormma and say that all of this work is to be
donc but anothor class of membors has be cn designated,
by the low Tostament to do this work, then we ask with
* deep carncstness, vhore do we find such instructions in
the Woew Tostameont?ie must know as thcy know that there
is not any passasc of serintur. in all the low Testae=
nent that tcaches that the work and dutics that the al-
ders in Wew Testamont times did have been transferred |
to anothor class of ncmbers and that the Hew Testament

church today has no cldorshig.'l'hosc who moke the elgin
i that thc cldcrship has ccascd basc their clain on the



=

assumption that all clders in the How Testamont ciurch
wore inspired mon.This claim is made with grcat bdid-
nessjand since all inspired persons have dicd and in-
spiration in its miraculous form has ccased, then all,
clders have ccased.ls the elain that all cldersi the
Hew Testamont were inspired tructvhere is there ay mi-
ch scripturc for such a elaim?lo onc can find such o
scripturc.In the list of qualifications of clders as
nentioned by;Paul to Pimothy and Titus,inspiration ig
not mentioned as ono of the qualifications, Again, in
the list of miraculous &ifts mentionod by Paul to the

it was oncdf the requirenent s?The qualificutions of d-
ders were nentioned or given to guide in the sclection
of clders.THe sclection wasto be based upon the qual-
fications.Since fnspiration or a miraculous gift iswt
mentioned as a qual ification, thon we conclude that such
is not a roquirement.@od's forndf government nthe dun
ch was vested in tho cldership.The clders were toruld
well and- oversbel thacchurch. If clders have ceased or
did cease with the niraculous age,did Cod's fornd pw
croment for the church cecase?If the carly forn of gv-
erament for the church ceased,what fornm of governmont
has been perpetuated,or what forn of government does
the church have todgy tWhés divinely appointed to dmim
ister this forn of soverancnt, if, indeed the cldership,
has ceoased?is Spiritual gifts were about to disampear
we find the cldcrship was fully established.as the nir-
aculous gge was passdng, the ddershp ws established the more
firmly ar the insgred widters gave instruction as® theldnd
& nen who shoud Yersdected b d this wrk. Fhe ddership
has ®ascd then 41 of theo @alifications of dders mntioned in
the oy Tedtanent are & o wse to us. Thartion of he ewks

orddned o hstructed s hat the dders soud e & scontinued,

To discontinue the wric o hoddorsa b discontinue ddership
neans o change ®a! s ardor. One mght 8 wll ervert the doc-
trine gxd wrshp of the dwrch s to ervetits @ gadzation. e te
aching ar belicvng cortrary to this Is @ily of kereg, And Faul ¥sia
Bous fietic s ma ©codalmorition to 1 jod subh, T4 t.3:10Q



