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“The churches of Christ salute you” Rom. 16:16 Frank Shepard

A CORDIAL WELCOME AWAITS YOU November 23, 2014 I

ECCLESIASTES 11:1

In Ecclesiastes 11:1, Solomon expresses an important spiritual principal. “Cast
thy bread upon the water, for thou shalt find it after many days.” The element of
trust was essential in ancient business dealings. Ships on a commercial voyage
might experience lengthy delays before there was any one’s “profit received”. Yet
one’s goods had to be committed to them.

Solomon'’s fleet sailed once every three years. Its return however was welcome
as it brought back “...gold, and silver, ivory and apes and peacocks.” 1 Kings
10:22. Solomon, then, exhorts his readers to recognize that life is from God. It
should contain elements of trust, commitment, and patience, as we labor for Him.

If you would like to strengthen your trust, commitment and patience and labor
for God, we can help “outfit” you as you set sail in life’s uncertain waters. We do
live in turbulent times and we need to trust in the One who will bring us through the
stormy seas of life.

We are the Warners Chapel church of Christ, and we can help you.

—Frank



ELDERS CORNER:
Remembering N.C.S.B.S. - Jim Hobbs

When | stop to consider the effects that the North Carolina School of Biblical Studies has had upon my life,
my thoughts immediately flash back to the two years I spent there, to the time shared with dedicated brothers
and sisters in Christ. With the benefit of seven years hindsight since my first day inside those doors, and five
years removed since my graduation, | can now understand that this school has a long-term mission. The goal is
to slowly, deliberately mold its men into knowledgeable servants of God. The two years of intense study and
practice were but the beginning; the true tests are faced after the final day of classes has concluded.

It mattered not at all that | entered the NCSBS as a fifty-four year old husband, father of four grown children,
grandfather of nine, and foster-dad to an eleven year old little girl. My initial thought had been that | would be
looked upon as being too old to start school again, but I quickly discovered that my age and experience as a
manager and professional salesperson with a major corporation were actually great assets. The most difficult
hurdle to cross was that of leaving my wife and home, moving about three hours away to Clemmons, NC.
Therefore, with little more than my clothes and a commitment to myself to become a much better Bible student
and teacher, | headed west for school.

My first realization as | began my classes was that there was no introductory period; we jumped into the deep
end from day one. The reading was non-stop, which was most agreeable to me. It also became quite apparent
that research papers would be the norm and not the exception for nearly every class. Looking back from today's
perspective, | can appreciate the value of personal research into required topics and the transferring of gained
knowledge into written words. The organization of facts and ideas into a logical progression of structured
argument is one of the great teaching tools utilized by the instructors at the NCSBS. This required activity,
practiced over and over again throughout the two years of classroom learning, is one of the school’s greatest
strengths.

I quickly noticed during the first week of classes that the men enrolled had come from various academic
backgrounds. Some twenty-five years earlier, | had been fortunate enough to gain much experience in writing
term papers during my undergraduate and graduate school years in college. Conversely, there were men in my
classes who had not gained such educational training. One of the great tributes that can be given to the
instructors of our classes is that they were willing to work with these men as they struggled with the required
research papers. These men worked exceptionally hard, and at the end of two years there was an evident
mastery of the term paper displayed by all.

While | possessed an advantage in terms of writing skills, my shortcomings in Bible knowledge were
glaringly evident to all, including myself. It was a long and arduous road, but with the requirement of scriptural
memorization being present in nearly every class, my knowledge and understanding of God’s word slowly
increased. The very process of striving to memorize blocks of verses taught all of us the necessity of hard work,
dedication, and patience. During my drives home on weekends, | would find myself taping the memorization
passages to my steering wheel, stealing a glance every now and then to check my progress. The mandatory use
of time management became a seven day a week, twenty-four hour-per-day reality. It took but a few days to
come to this understanding: If 1 were to complete my assignments on time, then the time in my car traveling
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Remembering NCSBS

was to be put to the best use possible. There was no reason to complain about the hours it took to complete my
assignments, for as | worked, | was learning | was being shaped into a servant for God. | had come to school to
learn and | was committed to doing so. The NCSBS provided me with the structure within which I could grow in
God’s word without boundaries.

A great strength of the NCSBS is to be found in its sponsoring congregation. The Warners Chapel church of
Christ. The school of preaching is a local mission work for this congregation and its elders. With much planning,
patience, and prayer, this loving assembly of the Lord’s people has made it a congregational goal to soundly train
men in God’s word. The preachers, elders, deacons, and members of Warners Chapel unfailingly supported me in
my efforts to learn and understand the scriptures. | am not exaggerating at all in declaring that these godly people
supported me, cared for me, and literally fed me for two years. Whenever | was feeling overwhelmed by the
workload ahead, | could always draw strength from this congregation, knowing that it was constantly praying for
my success. The backing of a congregation such as this one was of immeasurable benefit to me as | struggled
with class work and with being separated from my family.

Just prior to my graduation from the NCSBS, | took a few moments to reflect upon how much I had changed as
a man, and as a Christian, after two years of study. My conclusion was this: | had stretched myself farther than I
thought was possible, | had grown both spiritually and in Biblical knowledge, and | had developed prayer habits
which had been non-existent upon my arrival. Most important of all, though, was the realization that | had
learned to put my trust in God. He had provided for me during that period of time and He is still doing so today.

It is not stretching the truth to say that | have referred to my notes taken from classes at the NCSBS nearly
every week since my graduation five years ago. Having kept all class notes in individual binders, it is possible to
quickly refresh my mind on topics as they now come before me in real-life situations. Additionally, 1 now find
myself adding to these binders as classes are taught in the local congregation or during lectureships. It is now
possible for me to reference literally hundreds of pages of relevant notes and nearly one hundred and fifty books I
now possess as a direct result of my time at the NCSBS. Together, we share the common goal of saving lost
souls, and there is no substitute for sound preparation as we meet the spiritual struggles of individuals on a daily
basis.

At times, | find myself in need of further guidance as | face these challenging situations. Without hesitation, |
call one of my former instructors, knowing that I can place my trust in their words. Such relationships are
invaluable, and they have come about as a direct result of my time spent in Clemmons, North Carolina at the
North Carolina School of Biblical Studies.

Looking back over the past seven years, there is no denying the fact that a two-year period of time in Biblical
study changed my life forever, Do | have any regrets for the time away from home, for the endless hours spent in
reading and study, for the effort exerted in memorizing countless verses of scripture? The answer is an emphatic,

“No!”. James provided us with the end result of such efforts when he wrote through the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, Draw near to God and He will draw near to you” (James 4:8).

—From Carolina Messenger




OUR SICK
Please Remember in your
prayers
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Mary Ellen Dull was released from the hospital on
Wednesday. She is at home and doing well.

Virginia Elam is recovering from bronchitis and is feeling
somewhat better at this time.

Please remember Di-Ann Moser who is having some
difficulty with health problems at this time.

Lindsay Riddle underwent knee surgery this past week.
She is reported to be doing well.

Kim Sheets is very seriously ill, but stable. He is ICU at
the Forsyth Hospital.

Nancy Minors sister, Lori Spencer, has been diagnosed
with breast cancer this week. Her husband, Fred, has been
undergoing treatments for tongue cancer. He finishes his
treatment this week. Please keep them in your prayers.

Lutrelle Chipman’s son-in-law, Jessie Kiger’s mother,
passed away on Wed. She asks that we remember this
family in our prayers.

Clayton Workman’s mother, Francie Workman, fell and
injured herself yesterday and will be confined at home for
the time being due to complications caused by her Lupus.

Mindy’s mother underwent cataract surgery on her left eye
on Wednesday. Please keep her in your prayers.

Please pray for Donna Ferguson, a co-worker of Rhonda
Hardister. The doctors found a spot on her lungs that they
believe to be cancer.

Request: Please pray for this country and the leaders
to respect our Constitution and return to a Christian
loving and supporting Nation.

IN SYMPATHY

Our sympathy goes out to the Winford Claiborne family in
the death of Brother Winford Clairborne who passed away
November 18th.
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The Prayer List is available on the credenza in the foyer. The
prayer list consists of others we need to remember in our
prayers in addition to those listed above.

READ THE NEW TESTAMENT IN 2014
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November 24 - | Peter 1
November 25 - | Peter 2
November 26 - | Peter 3

November 28 - | Peter 5
November 29 - 2 Peter 1
November 30 - 2 Peter 2
December 1 -2 Peter 3
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WE ARE HAPPY TO HAVE YOU VISITING WITH US
THIS MORNING. WE INVITE YOU TO RETURN
THIS EVENING AT 6:00 P.M. FOR THE SUNDAY
EVENING SERVICE AND AT 7:00 P.M. EACH
WEDNESDAY EVENING FOR THE MID-WEEK
BIBLE STUDY.

WARNERS CHAPEL EVENTS:

Nov. 23 - There will not be a Zone meal on Nov.
23rd or Nov. 30th.

Nov. 23 - Brief Meeting following Sunday evening
Service for those interested in going to Nicaragua
this summer.

Dec. 23 - Wed. service regularly scheduled for
Dec. 24 will be moved to Tuesday, Dec. 23rd.

Dec. 31 - New Year’s Eve fellowship following
Wed. evening service in the Annex.

AREA EVENTS:

Feb. 11-15 - Great Smoky Mountain Marriage
Retreat in Pigeon Forge, TN — See bulletin board

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY

We will have photos taken for the new pictorial directory
on the following dates:

January 2nd and 3rd

January 26th and 27th

Families with college kids should have preference on
the January 2nd and 3rd dates.

More information and sign-ups to come. Everyone will
receive a free 8x10 and a free directory at no cost unless
you purchase additional pictures/packages that will be
offered.

ATTENDED NURSERIES AVAILABLE:

Nursery #1 - (0-2 1/2 Yrs.)
j Nursery #2 - (2 1/2-4 Yrs.)
| FOR THE RECORD I

Sunday Bible Study - November 16,. 2014 144

Sunday Morning Worship Service: 184

Contribution for November 16, 2014

Daily Adult Bible Readers: 40
Chapters Read: 587

Sunday Evening: 136

Wednesday Evening - November 19, 2014 92



Lond’s Day UAppaintments - November 30, 2014

DEVOTIONS: OPENING PRAYER: SONG LEADER SCRIPTURE READERS
Scripture - Allen Cooper Morning - Carl Cooper A.M. - Jason Allen AM. - Adam Warner
Song Leader - Tim Allen Evening - Justin Minor P.M. - Youth Lead Service P.M. - Gene Ruark
Prayer - D. C. Mock Wed. - Mark Roy
NURSERY (0-2 1/2): NURSERY (2 1/2-4): NOV. GREETERS: FELLOWSHIP MEAL:
Morning - Meredith Southern  Morning - Abby Little Bill and Gaye Carothers
Evening - Robin Hauser Evening - Gina Harper

Opening and Closing Building

Sunday: - November 30 Mike Cooper
Wednesday: - December 3 Mike Cooper
79 ”
Levds Day Uppaintments - Navembiey 23, 207/#

Devotions: Opening Prayer am. - Don Minor Scripture Reader a.m. - Bill Carothers
Scripture: Jason Allen p. m. - Frank Shepard p.m. - Randy Warner
Song: Wayne Allen Song Leaders: a.m. - Gene Southern Nursery #1: a.m. - Sandy Warner
Prayer: Carl Cooper p.m. - Wayne Allen p.m. - Nancy Warner

Wed. - Song Req. Service Nursery #2: a.m. - Jessica Lay
Jason Allen & Gene Southern p.m. - Betty Hoots

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES - Nursery open for small children during all services.

SUNDAY:
Bible Classes 10:00 AM
Morning Worship 10:50 AM
Evening Worship 6:00 PM
WEDNESDAY': Mid-Week Service 7:00 PM

“GETTING TO KNOW YOUR BIBLE” at 10:30 p.m. each week night on Cable 8
SEARCH PROGRAM - Sunday Mornings at 7:30 a.m. on Cable 68

WARNERS CHAPEL CHURCH OF CHRIST
8999 LASATER ROAD
CLEMMONS, NC 27012

ELDERS DEACONS
David Moore Randy Warner  Mike Cooper
Tim Allen Keith Warner  Jody Everett
Joe Everett Andy Santiago  Gene Southern
Todd Hinson Mark Minor Shawn Thomason

Steve Tesh Jason Allen



